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Dear Honorable Rector, Spectabiles, Honorabilis, 
Distinguished Guests, Fellow Faculty Members and 
Colleagues, Friends and Family, 
 

It is an absolute honor for me to receive this special 
recognition.  I am surprised and stunned, even now, having 
known about this day for many months.  When I was young, 
my mother and father taught me to speak, and two sets of 
words were deemed the most important, “please” and “thank 
you”.  Some years later, when I started my international 
travels, my mother confided in me that she was worried 
when I was out of the country.  I explained that she would 
not have to worry, because I would learn “please” and 
“thank you” in the language of every country that I visited.  I 
did not tell her that I would also learn the word “beer”.  So 
please, “prosím”, accept my heartfelt thank you, “ďakujem”. 

When my colleagues in Florida and elsewhere learn of 
this honor that I have received, I am often asked, “How did 
that happen?”  I hope they do not think that I am not capable 
or worthy!  Instead, they are expressing their wonder from 
the viewpoint that few people, including scientists, know of 
the wonderful spirit and resources, human and physical, that 
are present in Košice.  Today, it is easy to find the words 
“internationalization” and “globalization” used regularly in 
newspapers and news magazines.  So, I thought I might take 
a few moments to address the question, of “how did it 
happen” by providing word “snapshots” about my 
collaboration with my colleagues in Košice. 

In fact, I should say that my wife has a digital camera 
that I do not know how to operate.  So, when I handle it, 
instead of a single picture, I often have the switch set to 
capture a mini-movie.  In this spirit, my snapshots will 
actually encompass several frames. 

Snapshot 1:  The Introduction.  In about 1992, my first 
graduate student, Philippe Signore, and I were independently 
visiting France.  (I do not recall the exact reason for my visit 
but Philippe was there to visit his family.)  Since I had an 
interest to expand my research to include low dimensional 
molecule-based magnets, especially systems known as 
Haldane gap materials that Steve Nagler had brought to my 
attention, Philippe and I made arrangements to meet with 
Michel Verdaguer in Orsay.  Near the end of this meeting, 
Michel asked about our abilities to measure the magnetic 
properties to 50 mK and he mentioned that he knew about a 
group in Košice that had an intriguing Ni-based linear chain 
material.  After returning to Gainesville, the connection was 
made and the collaboration was initiated.  In fact, while 
drafting our first manuscript [1] for submission, Michel, 
Martin Orendáč, and I were able to meet in Warsaw, where 
the International Conference on Magnetism was being held 
in August 1994.  I remember this trip vividly, as it was my 

first trip outside the US after the birth of my son, Erik.  I 
should also mention, and credit, the science and cultural 
division of NATO, who sponsored my postdoctoral 
fellowship in Orsay for one year, in the group of Maurice 
Chapellier, and the CNRS and CEA agencies in France that 
supported me for a second year, as my work bridged into the 
groups of Olivier Avenel and Eric Varoquaux.  Without any 
doubt, this experience empowered me with the confidence to 
contact Michel Verdaguer and to propose a visit to his lab. 

Snapshot 2:  My first visit, August 1996.  I was 
preparing for my first visit to Košice, as the low temperature 
group was hosting the Ultralow Temperature Meeting, a 
satellite to the large Low Temperature Physics Conference 
that was held in Prague, when I realized that I did not have 
the funds to make the trip.  Fortunately, I was able to secure 
a small travel grant from the US National Academy of 
Sciences [2].  Great!  So I arrive at the airport to travel, 
having dropped myself there with the idea that my wife 
would fetch the car later, and the agent tells me, “You were 
supposed to fly yesterday.”  Wow, even now when I tell 
people this story, they think it is fiction.  I am known to keep 
a tight schedule, on most occasions.  Now you have to 
realize that these were the pre-cellphone and pre-ubiquitous 
wireless days.  I used a payphone to call Anna-Lisa, and I 
asked her to email Šano Feher to let him know that I would 
be 24 hrs behind schedule.  Now on this trip, I had the idea 
to fly to Budapest and take the train to Košice.  When I 
arrived in Košice, Juraj Černák and his wife Malvina, met 
me at the train station and took me to my hotel.  The next 
morning, I realized that I was missing my toothbrush, so I 
went downstairs to ask where I might purchase one.  The 
woman at the desk did not speak English, and my “prosím” 
and “ďakujem” brought a smile to her face, although they 
did not get me much further.  So, when in doubt, I always try 
French.  Bingo!  She was fluent in French.  She answered 
my questions and gave me directions.  But now I had to ask, 
“How is it that you know French but not English?”  Well, as 
you might guess the response, history had a role to play, as 
English was not an alternative for her when she was in 
school.  After Slovak and Russian, she chose French to be 
different, since most of her friends were choosing German.  
If I had to paraphrase this snapshot of my first of many visits 
to Košice, I would say it is like the board game, “Don’t Get 
Frustrated!”, which Šano Feher, his wife Danka, Martin 
Orendáč, and Betka Orendáčová gifted to my family during 
one of their visits to Gainesville.  And check the dates on 
your tickets! 

Snapshot 3:  9-11-2001.  I was visiting Košice for a 
week long visit, and I had just returned to my desk after a 
nice, Tuesday lunch with Martin Orendáč.  My custom was 
to read my email after lunch and to see if there was any news 
from Gainesville.  I vividly recall reading an email from a 
staff member of the UF Physics front office, “Plane crashes 
into tower in NY.  TV in staff lounge tuned to live 
coverage.”  My initial reaction was that I could not believe 
there could be such a fuss over a small plane accidently 
crashing into a skyscraper.  Obviously I had plenty to learn 
in the next few hours.  I was stunned.  Even now, recalling 
the event makes me rather emotional.  But I will never forget 
what happened later that day and during the next days, as my 
close collaborators, and even people I do not know but who 



worked in the building, came to ask me if I was alright and 
to express their disgust for such a despicable act.  These 
visits made me feel comfortably calm.  I do not know if I 
could be so reassuring if the situation was reversed.  My 
return flight, scheduled for Saturday, was cancelled, as too 
were the flights for Sunday, but there was an opportunity for 
me to leave on Monday.  I remember walking the botanical 
gardens on Saturday, as pretty plants, and the nature around 
them, have such a quiet, calming influence.  On Sunday, 
Šano invited me to lunch on the special occasion of the 
birthday of his father.  It was a big family event, as you can 
imagine, and I felt at ease and at home.  It is a message that I 
always shared with my wife, Anna-Lisa, when I travel.  “Do 
not worry about me, as I will be in great hands!  Everyone 
will look out for me if anything happens.”  These thoughts 
echoed in my mind when I flew into JFK airport and from 
the window, I could see the plume from ground-zero.  In 
short, our work survives and thrives. 

Snapshot 4:  Today.  This is the first trip for my wife, 
Anna-Lisa Paul, and the second visit for our son, Erik Paul 
Meisel, who needed no extra encouragement to come again 
after the wonderful visit that he enjoyed in 2007.  I am very 
pleased to be here.  In addition to great science, Košice is the 
location of my first attendance of an opera in Europe (thank 
you to Mary Mlýnek for escorting me and to Radomír 
Mlýnek for yielding his ticket for me), and my “Nth” (N is a 
large number) ice hockey game [3].  In Slovakia, I have 
enjoyed the high and low Tatras, the Slovak Paradise, the 
spectacular grottoes, the botanical gardens, an opal mine, 
numerous castle trips, a tour of small wooden churches, les 
caves of exotic wine, and a visit to the library of the Bishop 
in Rožňava [4].  Wow!  I have enjoyed a great deal, and I 
know there is more to experience.  This snapshot is a collage 
of events past, present, and future. 

Snapshot 5:  The Future.  My wife and son are very 
fond of geology, and as a result, I have peered into many 
beautiful crystals.  However, with all of these viewings, I 
cannot see the future!  Instead, I learn from the past, and I 
can predict aspects of the future.  All of our fields of 
research will evolve and diversify, energized by both 
hypothesis and curiosity driven science.  With open minds 
and free spirits, we will have fun, especially, with respect to 
educating everyone at all levels about our discoveries and 
their implications. 

Reflecting on these snapshots, I recall a passage from a 
book [5] that I was recently reading, and I will paraphrase a 
part about the birth of American jazz and blues, which 
evolved and thrives in towns along the Mississippi River, 
“when and where cultures meet, creativity thrives.”  Indeed, 
“Sweet Home Chicago”, thank you Robert Leroy Johnson, 
and thank you for performing this music today.  For me, no 
matter how much fun it is to travel, to collaborate with 
colleagues, and to experience new cultures, there is no place 
like home [6], where we take our new life lessons and let 
them improve, enrich, and diversify our communities. 

To summarize and briefly stated, my experiences in 
Slovakia and with my collaborators has been one wild ride.  
It embraces the idea of how we learn from each other in the 
“globalized” world in which we live.  And for me, there is 
no substitute for solutions: open-minded education is the 
key. 

On such a special occasion such as this one, I would like 
to acknowledge and thank many people:  my parents, sister, 
and mother-in-law have passed away, but their memories 
live in me and in the stories that I tell; John and Marjorie 
Waterman; William (Bill) and Eileen Halperin; Raymond 
Akers and his family; Tom, Mary, Scott Ronczy (who live in 
Chicago); Rado and Mary Mlýnek; Giorgio and Yassu 
Frossati; Rob, MaryB, and Evan Ferl; the wide range of 
people (many are friends) who embrace their missions in the 
university setting to make my life so much easier and fun, 
ranging from instrument, cryogenic, electronic shops to 
program staff, both here in Košice and in Gainesville; my 
colleagues at UF: Dan Talham, Gary Ihas, Neil Sullivan, 
Yasu Takano, Yoon Lee, Chris Stanton, Steve Hagen, and 
Henri van Rinsvelt, and at FSU: Jim Brooks, who is always 
ready to wrestle, and Steve Hill; the international and 
national collaborators that I have already mentioned, and 
please excuse me if I have forgotten to mention an important 
name. 

I want to acknowledge direct and indirect support from 
the University of Florida, Pavol Josef Šafárik University, the 
national funding agencies of both countries, and US Steel-
Košice.  Erik Čižmár, thank you for coming to Gainesville 
as a NATO postdoctoral fellow, and I hope your experiences 
in Gainesville will have served you in the way that I enjoyed 
by stay in Orsay.  Juraj Černák, thank you for spending so 
much time explaining the magnetic exchanges of chemical 
bonds to me.  Betka Orendáčová, thank you for sharing your 
research results with me and tolerating my comments and 
questions so that our combined results provided a more 
definitive picture.  Martin Orendáč, thank you sharing your 
insightful perspective into the microscopic picture of 
magnetism, as I have been enriched by these points.  Šano 
Feher, thank you for your boundless energy to make our 
collaborations successful; while I was learning a lot of 
science, I had a bird’s eye view of new ways to mentor and 
encourage the careers of junior researchers and to engage in 
outreach activities to increase diversity in education. 

I admire the richness of life that my father-in-law, Fritz 
Otto Paul, has lived, continues to live, and shares with my 
family.  Anna-Lisa Paul and Erik Paul Meisel, thank you for 
sharing all aspects of life with me. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, “prosím”, “pivo”, “ďakujem”! 
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3. Attending a hockey game is an excellent counter-example of “distance 
learning” being equivalent to the real classroom/laboratory setting, as the 
sights, sounds, smells of a hockey match are not fully captured on 
television! 

4. Perusing the shelves, I saw what I think was an original copy of René 
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