| hope that everyone is now settled in for the Spring senester after the

ext ended drop/add period and the excitenment of the Gators winning the nationa
footbal | chanpi onship. This newsletter contains reninders for graduating
students and summer research opportunities.

Graduati ng Students:

In order to get a diploma you need to apply to graduate - it does not
happen automatically. You apply to graduate at the Registrar (222 Criser
Hal ). The deadline this semester is February 2. You can find other

i nformati on about comencenent including howto order regalia and a
graduating check list at http://registrar.ufl.edu/ comrencenent/

The Acadeni ¢ Advising Center also has a FAQ at

http://ww. advi si ng. ufl. edu/ fag/ seni or gr adf aq. ht m

After you apply to graduate, the Academi c Advising Center will then nake
sure you have satisfied the requirenents to graduate. Your transcript
will be forwarded to the Physics departnment to make sure that you have
satisfied all the Physics requirenments to graduate. At that tine | wll
nmake any remmi ni ng course substitutions, etc. so that the conputer
recogni zes that you have conpleted all the requirements to graduate.
This is, of course, assum ng that you have net them |If you have any
guesti ons about whether you have net all the requirements to graduate, you
shoul d see an advi ser as soon as possible. It is a good idea for al
students - not just graduating seniors - to | ook at the degree

requi rements for Physics degrees at

htt p: // www. phys. uf | . edu/ under gr ad_pr ogr an r eqBS. ht n
htt p: // www. phys. uf | . edu/ under gr ad_pr ogr am r eqBA. ht n
http: //ww. phys. uf | . edu/ under grad_pr ogranf m nor. ht n

and to ook at your on-line audit on ISIS. If you wish to speak to an
advi ser, the nmost current advising hours are posted at

http: // www. phys. uf | . edu/ under gr ad_pr ogr amf advi si ng. ht m

Students who have a 3.5 or higher upper division GPA will graduate with
honors. Your 1SIS audit should tell you whether or not you will receive
honors. To receive high or highest honors you rmust hand in a senior thesis
based on research you have done with a faculty nenber in this departnent

in addition to neeting the GPA requirenment. Senior theses are due severa
weeks before the end of the senmester so it is a good idea to start witing
now. | wll be contacting all students who have honors status based on GPA
to see if you are doing a senior thesis.

Career Resource Center:

If you intend to | ook for a job after you graduate as opposed to going to
graduate school, then the UF Career Resource Center (CRC) is a trenmendous
hel p. The CRC can al so help you find an internship with a conpany before
you graduate. Wth some of our students this has led directly to a job
once they graduate. The Spring Career Showcase, where enployers visit U F.
to interview graduating seniors, is scheduled for January 23 and 24. This
year the first day is devoted to non-technical positions and the second to
technical positions. Most Physics majors should attend the second day.

If you plan to attend the Career Showcase, then you shoul d prepare ahead
of time. You need to register with the Career Resource Center,
http://wwv. crc.ufl.edu . The CRC has a number of workshops to help you
prepare for the Showcase. They cover such topics as resune preparation
nmaki ng a one-ninute comerci al about yourself, and getting on-canpus



interviews. They will even critique your resunme. As a Physics mgjor this
is very inmportant because you need to market yourself based on you skills.
| al so discuss the Career Showcase in the Septenber 2006 newsletter,

http: //ww. phys. uf| . edu/ under grad_pr ogranf newsl ett ers/ sept 06. pdf

O her Career Information

Many of you are already applying to a graduate school in Physics or a
related field |like engineering. In the |ast few years sone of our students
gone on to the foll owi ng prograns.

Masters of Science in Managenent: This is a 10 nonth programrun by the
Col I ege of Busi ness Admi nistration designed specifically for students
who did not get an undergraduate degree in business. Information on
the program can be found at http://ww. cba. ufl. edu/ msm

Medi cal Physics: Many hospitals are now hiring students with graduate

degrees in Medical Physics to run their inaging equiprment and radiation
therapy. UF has had a Medical Physics programfor a nunber of years

(see http://ww. nre. ufl.edu/ academ c_progs/ medphys. php) and new ones are
opening up all the time. Recently, Duke University started a Medical Physics
program http://ww. nedi cal physi cs. duke. edu .

Summer Resear ch:

If you have not already done so, nowis the time to apply for summer

research prograns. In the Decenber 2006 newsletter | discussed undergraduate
research (http://ww. phys. ufl.edu/undergrad_progran newsl etters/dec06. pdf).
The two prograns which our students apply to are the National Science Foundation
Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) prograns and the University
Schol ars Program although there are a nunber of other kinds of prograns

whi ch are advertised on the Physics Major listserv. There are

REU prograns across the country - not just at the University of Florida.

It is a good idea to apply to nore than one program particularly since

the U F. Physics departnment can only accept a maxi num of 5 of our own

under graduates to our program

The University Scholars Programis a special U F. program Each year we
have 2 or 3 students participate in this program The deadline to apply
this year is March 1. Information for both of these prograns may be found at

REU prograns: http://ww. nsf. gov/crssprgnireu/ reu_search.cfm
Uni versity Schol ars: http://ww. schol ars. ufl. edu

Pl ease send questions, coments, or additions to sel man@hys. ufl.edu



