We would like to wel come both new and returning students for the new academ c
year. This is a long newsl etter because it contains extra information for new
students and seniors.

I. General Information

A. Advi sing Hours

The Physics departnment advisors have weekly advising hours, as well as
appoi ntnents avail abl e upon request. A list of current advising hours
is maintained at:

http://ww. phys. uf| . edu/ acaden cs/ under gr aduat e/
You can al so ask advising questions via e-nmail to advising@hys.ufl.edu .

B. E-mmil List

If you are a declared Physics major, then you are on the Physics mmjor
listserve: PS-MAJORS@ists.ufl.edu . This list is updated nightly

to contain a current list of Physics najors. W can also put additiona
people on the list by request. The list is noderated by Sel nan Hershfield
(sel mn@hys. ufl.edu) in order to reduce e-mail spam

C. Society of Physics Students

The Soci ety of Physics Students (SPS) is an organi zati on of undergraduate
physics majors. They sponsor many fun events every semester such as novies,
field trips, physics denonstrations, and GRE study sessions. If you are
interested in joining SPS, you can contact them at sps@hys. ufl.edu .

Their president this year is Art lanuzzi (ianuzzi @fl.edu), and their
faculty advisor is Am an Bi swas (am an@bhys. ufl. edu).

D. Conputer Accounts

Al'l physics majors may get a conputer account in the Physics departnent.
This will give you an e-mail address |ike yournanme@hys. ufl.edu , and you
can use the conputer lab in room NPB 1212. The | ab has UNI X workstations
and PC's with access to scientific software and a high speed internet
connection. Application forns for computer accounts may be obtained from
Chris Scanlon in the Students Services office, NPB 1210.

E. Undergraduate Lounge

Physics majors are al so encouraged to visit the undergraduate | ounge

| ocated on the second floor of the New Physics Building in room 2229 next
to the atrium The lounge is a good place to socialize and to get help on
physi cs cour ses.

Il. Senior Information

A. Applying to Gaduate

In order to get a diploma you need to apply to graduate. If you intend to
graduate this senester you need to apply to graduate on ISIS by Friday,
Septenber 19. You can find Iinks and nore information on graduation

at http://ww. registrar.ufl.edu/gradhub. htm . Additional information is
| ocated at http://wwmv advi si ng. ufl . edu/faq/seni orgradfaq. htm

After you apply, the Academ ¢ Advising Center will then nmake sure you have
satisfied the requirenments to graduate. Your transcript will be forwarded to



the Physics department to make sure that you have satisfied all the Physics
requirements to graduate. At that tine | will make any remai ni ng course
substitutions, etc. so that the conmputer recognizes that you have conpl eted
all the requirenents to graduate. This is, of course, assumng that you have
nmet them

It is a good idea for all students - not just graduating seniors - to | ook
at the degree requirements for Physics degrees at

htt p: //ww. phys. uf | . edu/ under grad_pr ograni r eqBS. ht n
htt p: //ww. phys. uf | . edu/ under grad_pr ograni r eqBA. ht n
http://ww. phys. ufl . edu/ undergrad_progran nmi nor. ht n

and to | ook at your on-line audit on ISIS.
B. Recommendation Letters

Whet her you are graduating this year or not at some point you will need to
ask faculty menbers for recommendation letters. Here are sone guidelines
to nake the process go snoothly.

1. First, you should choose a faculty nmenber who knows you well and can
wite a good |etter of recomrendati on. The ideal person would be someone
you have done research or independent study with, or a faculty nenber you
got to know well in taking a class.

2. Ask the faculty nmenmber well in advance. A nonth is a good |lead tine,
but even longer will be helpful to both you and the faculty nenber. Like
you, teachers are very busy and the nore lead tinme they have, the better
chance they will have the tine to produce an excellent reconmendation. |f
you wait too long, the faculty menmber may not have enough tinme to wite a
recomendati on and will have to decline to wite a recomrendati on for you.

3. Provide the faculty nmenber with all the relevant information including
your UF I D nunber so they can access your transcript. You nay wish to give
hi m or her a paper copy of your transcript, a personal statenent, and sone
exanpl es of your research or other work. The nore accessibl e that
information is, the nore likely it is to be included in the
recommendati on, and hence the better the recomrendation

4. Process as nmuch of the reconmendati on as you can yoursel f. Many
applications have fornms. Type in the faculty nmenber’s nane and address. |f
the application nust be nailed, provide an addressed stanped envel ope. It
is also an excellent idea to provide a |ist of where you are applying and
the rel evant deadli nes.

C. Graduate Fel | owshi ps

The deadlines for two graduate fellowships are coming up this senester in
| ate Cctober/early Novenber

* National Science Foundation G aduate Research Fel |l owshi ps
http: //ww. nsf. gov/fundi ng/ pgm summ j sp?pi ns_i d=6201&or g=DGE&f r omrhone
* Hertz Foundation Fel |l owship Awards
http://ww. hert zf ndn. or g/ dx/ Fel | owshi ps/

CGood students going to graduate school in any science or engineering discipline
shoul d consi der applying for these awards. Mst graduate students teach during
their first year or two of graduate school. Sone students end up teaching
their entire graduate career. Wile teaching is excellent experience, obviously
one’ s research and hence graduation will progress faster if one is focusing
solely on research. Over the |last several years we have consistently had

1 or 2 students receive NSF G aduate Research Fell owshi ps. Although

Cct ober/ Novenber seens |ike a |ong way of f now, these applications are a
substantial amount of work. As part of the application you will actually



have to wite a 1-2 page research proposal. This takes time, but students
who have done it in the past say that it made witing graduate schoo
applications easier.

D. Career Showcase

The Fall Career Showcase takes place Sept. 23 and 24 in the O Connell Center
The first day is for non-technical internships and jobs, and the second

day is for technical positions, which includes students with a science
background |i ke Physics. |If you are either looking for a job after graduation
or an internship/co-op experience, this is the place to start. For

those planning to attend the career showcase, we offer the follow ng advice:

1. You will need a resune, which lists your skills and job objectives.
The Career Resource Center |ocated on the second floor of the Reitz
Uni on has people on hand to critique and help you with your resune
after you have a printed version. Their web site is http://ww.crc.ufl.edu

2. To do any on-canpus interview ng you rmust register at the Career
Resource Center with Gator CareerLink. This is easy to do and all ows
you to post your resune on-line so that enployers can access it.

You may register on-line fromthe CRC hone page |isted above.

3. Research the conpanies on the web by first going to the Career Resource
Center web site at ww.crc.ufl.edu to see who is attendi ng. Conpani es may
not be specifically |looking for Physics majors, but they will be I ooking
for your skills.

4. Go to the fair. The typical dress is a conservative suit or dress. If
you do not have a suit, wear something nice. You will not have long to
talk to individual enployers so present yourself well. The top three
traits enployers say they are | ooking for are notivation/attitude,
conmuni cation skills, and ability to work in groups. The recruiter is not
going to care how well you can do contour integrals or find |l eaks in
vacuum systens. Make sure to get a business card fromthe recruiter or a
contact person.

5. After the fair, do not wait to be called. Be pro-active and contact the
conpani es you are interested in. Renenber you only need one good job offer.
It may take several tries before you get it.

E. General Career Advice

The Physics departnment advisors are al so avail able to di scuss

di fferent career paths. There are a nunber of career options avail able on
canpus such as the Medical Physics programand the Masters of Science
Managenent, which you may not be aware of. As with everything else, the
sooner you start thinking about career paths and pl anning, the nore
successful you will be.

Pl ease send comments or additions to Sel man Hershfield (sel man@hys. ufl . edu).



