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description of the work to be performed, the basis for selection of the subawardee (except for
collaborative/joint arrangements) and a separate budget in the prescribed NSF format for each
subaward, signed by an authorized representative of the organization receiving the subaward. NSF
approval of such changes will be by an amendment to the grant signed by the NSF Grants Officer.
3.
Grantees shall ensure that the following articles, if applicable, flow down to all
subawardees: Articles, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 35, 36,
and 37, or are appropriately addressed in subawards.
b.
Change in Objectives or Scope. A proposed change in the phenomenon or phenomena under
study or the objectives of the project stated in the proposal or agreed modifications thereto should be
communicated to NSF via use of the FastLane notification and request module
https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/. NSF approval of such changes will be by an amendment to the
award signed by the NSF Grants Officer.
c.
Absence or Change of Principal Investigator. If a named Principal Investigator or Project
Director plans to or becomes aware that he or she will: (1) devote substantially less effort to the work
than anticipated in the approved proposal (defined as a reduction of 25% or more in time); (2) sever
his or her connection with the awardee organization; or (3) be absent for a continuous period of
three months or more, or otherwise relinquish active direction of the project, he or she shall advise
both the NSF Program Officer and awardee's Authorized Organizational Representative via use of
the NSF FastLane notification and request module. Action appropriate to the situation will be
initiated in accordance with the guidelines described in GPM Section 312.
8.

Procurement Standards

Whether or not approval of a procurement is required under Article 7.a., where appropriate, the
awardee (including commercial organizations) is responsible for compliance with the procurement
standards identified in Sections .40 through .48 of OMB Circular A-110. The Awardee also is
responsible for ensuring that the appropriate NSF award conditions from this award (including
Article 22, Audit and Records) are made a part of any contract or other arrangement whose award
amount exceeds the simplified acquisition threshold (currently $100,000).
9.

Travel

a.
Allowability of Travel Expenses. Expenses for transportation, lodging, subsistence and related
items incurred by project personnel and by outside consultants employed on the project (GPM
Section 614) who are in travel status on business related to an NSF-supported project are allowable
as prescribed in the governing cost principles. The requirements for prior approval detailed in the
governing cost principles are waived.
b.
Travel support for dependents of key project personnel. Travel support for dependents of key
project personnel is allowable only under the following conditions:
1.
the individual is a key person who is essential to the project on a full-time basis;
2.
the individual’s residence away from home and in a foreign country is for a
continuous period of six months or more and is essential to the effective performance of the project;
and
3.
the dependents’ travel allowance is consistent with the policies of the organization
administering the award.
c.
Use of U.S.-Flag Air Carriers.
1.
The General Services Administration issued an amendment to the Federal Travel
Regulations in the November 13, 1998 edition of the Federal Register (Vol. 63, No. 219). The
amendment relates to the use of U.S. flag air carriers under the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 40118, which
is commonly referred to as the Fly America Act.
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2.
Any air transportation to, from, between, or within a country other than the U.S. of
persons or property, the expense of which will be assisted by NSF funding, must be performed by or
under a code-sharing arrangement with a U.S.-flag air carrier if service provided by such a carrier is
available (see Comp Gen. Decision B-240956, dated September 25, 1991).
Tickets (or
documentation for electronic tickets) must identify the U.S. flag air carrier’s designator code and
flight number.
3.
For the purposes of this requirement, U.S.-flag air carrier service is considered
available even though:
(a)
comparable or a different kind of service can be provided at less cost by a
foreign-flag air carrier;
(b)
foreign-flag air carrier service is preferred by, or is more convenient for, NSF
or traveler; or
(c)
service by a foreign-flag air carrier can be paid for in excess foreign currency.
4.
The following rules apply unless their application would result in the first or last leg
of travel from or to the U.S. being performed by a foreign-flag air carrier:
(a)
a U.S.-flag air carrier shall be used to destination or, in the absence of direct
or through service, to the farthest interchange point on a usually traveled route.
(b)
if a U.S.-flag air carrier does not serve an origin or interchange point, a
foreign-flag air carrier shall be used only to the nearest interchange point on a usually traveled route
to connect with a U.S. flag air carrier.
(c)
a U.S.-flag air carrier involuntarily reroutes the traveler via a foreign-flag air
carrier, the foreign-flag air carrier may be used notwithstanding the availability of alternative
U.S.-flag air carrier service.
d.
Use of Foreign-Flag Air Carriers.
1.
Travel To and From the U.S. Use of a foreign-flag air carrier is permissible if:
(a)
the airport abroad is the traveler's origin or destination airport, and use of
U.S.-flag air carrier service would extend the time in a travel status by at least 24 hours more than
travel by a foreign-flag air carrier; or
(b)
the airport abroad is an interchange point, and use of U.S.-flag air carrier
service would increase the number of aircraft changes the traveler must make outside of the U.S. by
2 or more, would require the traveler to wait four hours or more to make connections at that point,
or would extend the time in a travel status by at least six hours more than travel by a foreign-flag air
carrier.
2.
Travel Between Points Outside the U.S. Use of a foreign-flag air carrier is
permissible if:
(a)
travel by a foreign-flag air carrier would eliminate two or more aircraft
changes en route;
(b)
travel by a U.S.-flag air carrier would require a connecting time of four hours
or more at an overseas interchange point; or
(c)
the travel is not part of the trip to or from the U.S., and use of a U.S.-flag air
carrier would extend the time in a travel status by at least six hours more than travel by a foreign-flag
air carrier.
3.
Short Distance Travel. For all short distance travel, regardless of origin and
destination, use of a foreign-flag air carrier is permissible if the elapsed travel time on a scheduled
flight from origin to destination airport by a foreign-flag air carrier is three hours or less and service
by a U.S.-flag air carrier would double the travel time.
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