DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

PHY 2053 – SPRING 2001

SECTION 6168

Instructor : Eirini Messaritaki

Office : NPB 2066 (2nd floor)

Office tel. number : 392-2921

Email : messarit@phys.ufl.edu
Meeting times for the discussion sections : W, F 3rd period

Office hours : Tuesday 3rd and 4th periods

Discussion webpage : http://www.phys.ufl.edu/~messarit/classes.html
Purpose of the discussion:

The purpose of the discussion sections is to help the students better understand the concepts discussed in the lecture. This is best achieved by solving problems, so problem solving will be greatly emphasized. It is highly recommended that you solve all the homework problems suggested by the professor for practice. There are additional suggested problems for practice (with their answers), listed on the discussion website mentioned above. These problems are for your practice only, and they will not be collected or graded.

The homework problem solutions will be available to you in the class website. If you have specific questions about those, I will go over them in class. Unless people have questions, though, I will usually solve sample problems other than the homework, that I have made up, or that I have taken from previous exams.

Discussion grade:

The discussion grade counts for 20% of the course grade and will be solely based on quizzes taken in class. There will be 7 quizzes. Each one will cover one or two chapters, will consist of 5-7 multiple-choice problems and you will be given the full period to finish it. Each correct answer will count for 1 point and there will be no penalty for incorrect answers.

The two lowest quiz scores will be dropped in the end. Makeups will strictly not be given for missed quizzes. If you have a legitimate reason to miss the quiz, you may take it with my other section, but you MUST let me know at least one day in advance.

The tentative quiz schedule is as follows:

Quiz 1: Chapter 2, Jan. 24

Quiz 2: Chapter 3, Feb. 2

Quiz 3: Chapter 4, Feb. 21

Quiz 4: Chapter 5, Mar. 2

Quiz 5: Chapter 6, Mar. 21

Quiz 6: Chapter 7-8, Apr. 6

Quiz 7: Chapter 9, Apr. 18

It is possible that these dates will change, depending on the rate at which the material is covered in the lecture. Any changes will be announced in class and noted on the discussion website.

Formula sheets will not be allowed for the quizzes, because the formulas that you will have to memorize for each quiz will be of one chapter’s material. If you ever need any formulas from any previous chapters, they will be given to you.

In the end, the average grade of the students in my sections must be 13/20 (65%). If the average ends up different from that, all the grades will be rescaled so that this requirement is met.

Discussion website:
I strongly recommend that you check the discussion website regularly. You will find useful information there, like the quiz scores, your average grade and my sections’ average, the additional suggested problems for practice, and announcements that I make in class.

A few hints on how to do well in the class:
( Solve at least the suggested problems from each chapter. When you solve a problem make sure you understand why you did each step, and that you did not guess at any point in the solution. Keep in mind that watching me solve a problem for you is not enough.

( Attend the lectures and the discussion. Some of the problems I will be doing in discussion will be from previous exams, so it is helpful to see the level of it.

( Read ahead in the text before each lecture, so that you know what will be discussed.

( Keep up with the material. The course covers a large amount of material in a short time, so we have to move rapidly through it.

( Ask for help as soon as you realize there is something you do not understand.

( Do not miss quizzes. The fact that you can drop your two lowest scores does not mean that it is ok to skip two quizzes. The level of the problems on the quizzes, and the time allowed per problem, will be approximately the same as for the exams, so the quizzes are good practice for you.

( When you prepare for an exam, and you solve problems from previous exams, try to create “exam conditions”. Allow yourself 2 hours for every exam, and work with a formula sheet only, just like you would in an actual exam (do not use your book as a formula sheet!) Grade yourself afterward, and try to find the subjects you are weak at. You may find that you have to change a few things about your formula sheet.

Note: The above are techniques and tactics that I have found to be effective for many students, through personal experience and conversations with students. They are not guaranteed to help you do well, but if you follow them closely, you are likely to.

