
Announcements

• Homework 6 is due March 10, this Friday.

• Homework 7 is due March 22, the Wednesday after the spring break.

• Prof. Tanner’s office hour today is over zoom, no office hour this Friday.



Today’s class

• Rutherford scattering



Atoms



Introducing today’s Nobel laureate



Rutherford scattering



In-class exercise (5 min)
An alpha particle with a kinetic energy of 5.0 MeV is scattered on a Al (Z=13) foil. 
Find the closest distance the alpha particle can possibly approach the Al nucleus.



Rutherford scattering through multi-layer atoms
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